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A Homeowner’s Guide to Installing  
a Swimming Pool in the UK
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Contents Welcome
Welcome to your Swimming Pool Buyers Guide. You’re about 
to join the many families across the UK who have transformed 
their homes with a pool—whether for fun, fitness, or simply 
creating a place to relax and bring people together.

If this is your first time exploring swimming pool options, this 
guide will walk you through the essentials and help make 
choosing the right model simple and enjoyable. Although 
we have carefully selected our own range of products, the 
information here will support you in any showroom and help 
you identify the perfect pool for your needs.

If you have any questions, our team is always happy to help. 
Call us on 01483 323676 to discuss your plans, or email us at 
hello@hilifepools.co.uk.

We look forward to welcoming you soon.

HiLife Pools 

Important Guidance Notice

This guide offers a general overview of domestic swimming pool 
installation and is not a substitute for professional expertise.

For best results, engage an experienced pool specialist to:

• Design the pool structure and layout

• Plan and implement circulation and filtration systems
• Advise on heating, water treatment, and equipment  selection
On-site visits and dedicated project management are essential to 
ensure quality, safety, and compliance with all relevant standards.

For comprehensive support, please contact HiLife Pools.
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Installing a swimming pool at home is an 
exciting idea — but it’s also a long-term 
decision. For many UK homeowners, a pool 
isn’t about luxury alone. It’s about family time, 
fitness, relaxation and making better use of 
their outdoor space.

Modern pools are designed specifically for the 
UK climate and can be enjoyed far more than 
people expect, often from early spring through 
to autumn, and even year-round with heating.

Before moving forward, it’s important to 
consider:

•	How you want to use the pool 
•	The space available in your garden 
•	Your budget, both for installation and 		
	 ongoing running costs 
•	Whether you’re ready for simple, regular 	
	 maintenance

A well-planned pool should enhance your 
lifestyle — not complicate it.

Is a Swimming Pool Right for Your Home?
There are several types of swimming pools 
available to UK homeowners, each with its own 
benefits and considerations.

One-piece (monoblock) pools are 
manufactured as a single structure and 
installed into the ground.

Concrete pools are built on site and usually 
finished with tiles or render.

Liner pools have a structural frame with a 
vinyl liner fitted inside.

Above-ground pools sit on the surface and 
are usually temporary or seasonal.

The main differences include:

•	Installation time 
•	Maintenance requirements 
•	Durability and lifespan 
•	Long-term running costs

For many homeowners, the right choice comes 
down to balancing convenience, longevity and 
ease of ownership.

Types of Swimming Pools Available in the UK
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Cons

ConsPros

Types of Swimming Pools Available in the UK

•	Maximum design flexibility
•	Extremely durable and long-lasting

Cons
•	Typically the most expensive method
•	Longer construction period
•	May require resurfacing or retiling every 10–15 years

Pros

Concrete

•	Lower construction costs
•	Faster installation than concrete
•	Smooth finish with multiple liner pattern options

Cons
•	Liner lifespan is usually 5–10 years
•	Limited design options
•	Not suitable for intricate or highly bespoke shapes

Pros 

Liner

•	Very fast installation—often completed in just a 		
	 few days
•	Factory-built, pre-plumbed and pressure-tested
•	Durable and low-maintenance

•	Design and finish choices limited to the 			
	 manufacturer’s range
•	Site access must accommodate large delivery 		
	 vehicles and cranes

One Piece

Above Ground

Types of Swimming Pools Available in the UK

•	 Much lower upfront cost than any in-ground option
•	Fast installation. Often days, with minimal  
	 groundworks
•	Lower planning and build complexity
• Easily removed for relocation

•	Less premium appearance
•	Limited depth and size options
•	Access requires steps or decking
•	Shorter lifespan
•	Lower impact on property value

Pros
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One-piece pools have become increasingly 
popular across the UK because they offer a 
straightforward, reliable solution with minimal 
disruption.

As the pool is manufactured off-site, quality is 
carefully controlled before it ever reaches your 
garden. Installation is typically much faster 
than traditional builds, often completed in 
weeks rather than months.

Key benefits include:

•	Smooth, non-porous surfaces that are easy  
	 to clean 
•	Reduced algae growth and lower chemical 	
	 usage 
•	Consistent strength and durability 
•	Built-in steps, seating and safety features

For homeowners who want a high-quality pool 
without prolonged building work, one-piece 
pools offer peace of mind and long-term value.

Why One-Piece Pools Are Popular in the UK
In many cases, a swimming pool can be installed 
under permitted development rights, meaning 
planning permission is not required. However, 
there are important exceptions.

You may need permission if:

•	Your home is listed 
•	You live in a conservation area 
•	The pool significantly alters ground levels 
•	Additional structures (such as enclosures)  
	 are planned

It’s always advisable to check with your 
local authority before starting any work. A 
professional pool company can guide you 
through this process and ensure everything is 
compliant from the outset.

Planning Permission & UK Regulations

Your dream   made
simple
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The right pool is one that fits both your garden 
and how you plan to use it.

Consider how the pool will be used most often:

•	Family play and children’s activities 
•	Swimming for fitness 
•	Relaxation and socialising

Depth is particularly important. Many 
homeowners prefer a consistent depth that 
is safe and comfortable for all users, rather 
than a deep diving pool that limits everyday 
enjoyment.

Modern one-piece pools often include:

•	Integrated steps 
•	Seating areas 
•	Gentle entry points

These features make the pool more usable, 
safer, and enjoyable for all ages.

Choosing the Right Pool Size, Shape & Depth
Where your pool is placed can have a big 
impact on how much you enjoy it.

Things to think about include:

•	Sun exposure throughout the day 
•	Shelter from wind 
•	Privacy from neighbouring properties 
•	Access for installation equipment

Ground conditions also matter. Soil type, 
drainage and groundwater levels are assessed 
during a site survey to ensure the pool is installed 
safely and correctly. This is a routine part of the 
process and helps avoid issues later on.

Location & Ground Conditions

Your life
enhanced
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In the UK, heating and insulation are key to 
getting the most from your pool.

Popular heating options include:

•	Air source heat pumps (efficient and cost-	
	 effective) 
•	Electric heaters (best for occasional use) 
•	Solar-assisted systems

A high-quality pool cover is one of the most 
important investments you can make. It:

•	Retains heat 
•	Reduces evaporation 
•	Improves safety 
•	Significantly lowers running costs

With the right setup, a pool can be surprisingly 
economical to run.

Heating, Covers & Energy Efficiency
Safety is a top priority for any home swimming 
pool, especially where children or pets are 
present.

Common safety measures include:

•	Lockable safety covers 
•	Pool alarms 
•	Controlled access to the pool area

Many one-piece pools are designed with built-
in safety ledges and steps, making entry and 
exit easier and safer for all users.

You should also inform your home insurer once 
a pool is installed.

Pool Safety for Families & Homeowners

Safe   to
have fun
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Understanding the installation process helps 
reduce uncertainty and stress.

A typical one-piece pool installation includes:

1.	Site survey and preparation 
2.	Excavation and groundwork 
3.	Pool delivery and placement 
4.	Connection of services 
5.	Commissioning and handover

Because the pool arrives ready-made, 
installation is efficient and disruption is kept to 
a minimum. Your installer should explain each 
stage clearly before work begins.

The Installation Process: What to Expect The Installation Process: What to Expect
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Modern pools are designed to be easy to 
maintain.

Regular tasks usually include:

•	Checking water chemistry 
•	Cleaning the pool 
•	Emptying skimmer baskets

Seasonal care, such as winterising, helps 
protect the pool during colder months. Many 
homeowners choose a combination of simple 
DIY maintenance and occasional professional 
servicing.

A one-piece pool’s smooth surface makes 
cleaning quicker and reduces long-term effort.

Maintenance & Ongoing CareThe Installation Process: What to Expect

enjoyReady to
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The cost of installing a pool varies 
depending on several factors:

•	Pool size and model 
•	Ground conditions 
•	Heating and cover options 
•	Landscaping and finishes

While a swimming pool is a significant 
investment, many homeowners see it as a 
long-term lifestyle improvement rather than a 
short-term expense.

Understanding both installation and running 
costs upfront helps ensure there are no 
surprises later.

Costs & Budgeting
Choosing the right installer is just as important 
as choosing the pool itself.

Look for:

•	Proven experience in the UK 
•	Clear warranties 
•	Aftercare and support 
•	Transparent pricing

A good pool company will take the time to 
understand your needs, explain your options 
clearly and support you long after installation 
is complete.

Choosing the Right Pool Company

A lifestyle
investment

The   perfectchoice
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Many people imagine a swimming pool as 
something used only on hot summer days, but 
in reality, UK homeowners often use their pools 
in smaller, more regular ways.

Common everyday uses include:

•	Short morning or evening swims for fitness 
•	Children playing after school 
•	Quiet time for relaxation or stress relief 
•	Social time with family and friends at 		
	 weekends

A pool that is quick to heat, easy to access and 
simple to maintain is far more likely to be used 
frequently. This is where modern designs make 
a difference — especially pools with integrated 
steps, seating and efficient heating systems.

When a pool fits naturally into daily routines, 
it becomes part of home life rather than a 
seasonal novelty.

Installing a swimming pool is not just about the 
first summer — it’s about years of enjoyment.

Over time, most homeowners find that:

•	Maintenance becomes routine and 		
	 manageable 
•	Running costs stabilise once heating and 	
	 covers are optimised 
•	The pool becomes easier to manage as 		
	 confidence grows

One-piece pools are particularly well suited 
to long-term ownership because their solid 
structure and smooth surfaces reduce wear, 
repairs and refurbishment compared to some 
traditional builds.

With proper care, a well-installed pool can 
remain in excellent condition for decades, 
providing consistent enjoyment and peace of 
mind year after year.

Thinking beyond installation helps ensure your 
pool remains a positive, stress-free addition to 
your home for the long term.

How a Pool Fits Into Everyday Life Long-Term Ownership: What to Expect Over the Years

Home   lifehappiness
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Many homeowners dismiss the idea of a 
swimming pool based on assumptions that 
don’t always reflect modern reality.

Some of the most common concerns include:

•	“The UK weather isn’t good enough”
•	“Pools are expensive to run”
•	“Maintenance takes too much time”
•	“It will only be used for a few weeks a year”

In practice, modern pools are designed 
specifically for the UK climate. Efficient heating 
systems, good insulation and high-quality 
covers mean pools can be enjoyed from early 
spring through to autumn — and often beyond.

Maintenance has also become far simpler. 
Smooth pool surfaces, automated filtration 
and clearer guidance make routine care 
manageable for most homeowners.

Understanding how today’s pools actually 
perform helps remove uncertainty and allows 
you to make decisions based on facts rather 
than outdated perceptions.

A swimming pool doesn’t need to dominate 
your garden or feel out of place.

With thoughtful planning, a pool can become 
a natural extension of your outdoor space, 
working alongside existing features such as 
patios, lawns and planting.

When planning layout and design, 
homeowners often consider:

•	How the pool connects to the house and  
	 garden 
•	Sightlines from indoor living spaces 
•	Space for seating, paths and planting 
•	Privacy and boundaries

Modern one-piece pools are available in a 
range of shapes and sizes, making it easier 
to choose a design that complements your 
garden rather than competing with it.

A well-integrated pool enhances how the 
whole space is used — not just for swimming, 
but for relaxing, entertaining and enjoying the 
outdoors throughout the year.

Common Concerns & Misconceptions About Pools How a Pool Can Work With Your Garden Design

Any timeany day
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Can you use a pool in the UK all year?

Yes — with heating and a cover, many 
homeowners use their pool for much of the year.

How long does installation take?

One-piece pools are typically installed in 
weeks, not months.

Is maintenance difficult?

Modern pools are designed to be easy to 
manage with minimal daily effort.

Do pools add value to a home?

While not guaranteed, a well-designed pool 
can enhance appeal and lifestyle value.

Frequently Asked Questions
If you’re considering a swimming pool, the best 
next step is to speak with a specialist who can 
assess your garden and talk through your options.

A professional consultation will help you:

•	Understand what’s possible 
•	Get accurate costs 
•	Avoid common mistakes 
•	Plan with confidence

A swimming pool should be a source of 
enjoyment for years to come — and the right 
advice makes all the difference.

Next Steps



01483 323676 • hello@hilifepools.co.uk • www.hilifepools.co.uk26 The Ultimate in Luxury Home Swimming Pools 27

So What Now?
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1.
Book a free 
consultation 
with your local 
pool expert

2.
Obtain an 
accurate costing 
to complete your 
pool project

3.
Place a deposit 
to secure your 
start date

4.
Champagne 
on ice, new 
swimwear 
ordered — now 
let the fun begin
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